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Abstract

The main objective of this study was to investigate
and analyze the balance in the urban system of
Khuzestan Province from the year 1986 to 2006.
The population of this study was the population of
Khuzestan province in the same period. This study
is theoretical and its method is survey analytical. In
this study, we also assume that the urban system in
Khuzestan province was inappropriate and signified
the first urban phenomenon. Furthermore, the
increasing number of urban areas and urban population
in Khuzestan were the result of converting large rural
areas into cities. The data required for this study
were collected from Statistical Centre of Iran and
the yearbook of the general census of population as
well as housing in urban areas of Khuzestan
province. Then, by the index of urban concentration
(Mehta) and the rank-size model, the collected data
were analyzed by SPSS and both entropy
coefficient and coefficient of variations were
calculated. The results of this study show that the
lack of balance in the urban hierarchy is one of the
typical characteristics of the urban system of
Khuzestan Province. The results also indicate that
because of the first city of Ahvaz, the urban
hierarchy of the province did not follow the rank-
size rule and consequently discrepancies, imbalance
and disconnection in the urban system are clearly
seen.

Keywords: urban system, rank-size, urban
concentration index, entropy factor, Coefficient of
variation, Khuzestan province.
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