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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to provide a guide to Mehran
River landscape design based on Kaplan's theory and
Participatory design approach. Riverside of Mehran, near the
historical bazaar of Tabriz, because of design without people's
participation, is surrounded with dysfunctional spaces. Citizen
participation requires the intervention of people's preferences
in the design of this ecological area of the city. For this
purpose, first the visual qualities of urban design were
categorized according to Kaplan's variables and the basis of
image selection. The images were then scored using the VPT
technique. The statistical population of the study was
residents, shopkeepers and passers-by in the study area.
Sampling was done by simple random method and the sample
size was determined to be 200 according to Cochran's
formula.The results of this study indicate that the citizens'
visual preference is more dispose to variables of complexity
and Legibility. Although qualities related to coherence and
mystery variables must also be present in the environment, they
are of lower priority. There is also a correlation between Kaplan
variables and equivalent visual qualities in urban design. The
degree of correlation between the variables of coherence and
rhythm, complexity and diversity, legibility and visual
permeability, mystery and wave motions were more than other
variables in their respective groups. The innovation of this
research has been the simultaneous attention to the inseparable
dimensions of objective and subjective in landscape evaluation.
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1. Visual Preference Technique
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18. Bow River Walk

19. Cheonggyecheon River
20. Portland River

21. Chicago River Walk
22. Roombeek Street
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24. Park Gorky

25. Zhangjiagang Town River
26. Galaxy SoHo
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